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THE DEBATE ON U.S. NULCEAR EXPORT POLICY 


CEDITORS: AT THE SUGGESTION OF IOP, THIS ANALYSIS HAS FEWER 
OPTIONALS THAN PLANNED AND IS SOMEWHAT LONGER THAN USUAL). 


ANNCR: VOA NEWS ANALYST RONALD U. DUNLAVEY DISCUSSES THE DEBATE 
NOW GOING ON IN WASHINGTON ADGOUT NUCLEAR EXPORTS: 
VOICE: LAST WEEK IN AT LEAST TiO FORUMS IN WASHINGTON 
THERE WAS SERIOUS DISCUSSION ADOUT AMERICAN NUCLEAR EXPORT 
POLICY. ONE WAS THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE, 
WHICH IS CONDUCTING HEARINGS ON PROPOSED LEGISLATION TO IMPROVE 
EXPORT PROCEDURES, THE OTHER WAS THE GOVERNMENT'S NUCLEAR 
REGULATORY COMMISSION, WHICH ACTUALLY CONTROLS NUCLEAR 
EXPORTS. 

BOTH WERE DEALING WITH THE SAME SUBJECT: THE DANGER 
THAT AMERICAN NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY AND HATERIALS, ONCE EXPORTED, 
CAN BE USED BY THE RECIPIENT COUNTRY TO iHAKE NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 
CONCERN ABOUT THIS DANGER HAS RISEN SHARPLY SINCE NINETEEN 
SEVENTY~FOUR, WHEN INDIA UNEXPECTEDLY EXPLODED A NUCLEAR 
DEVICE---USING, IT IS WIDELY BELIEVED, MATERIALS REPROCESSED 
FROM NUCLEAR FUELS ORIGINALLY PROVIDED BY THE UNITED STATES 
TO RUN REACTORS FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES. THE IMMEDIATE QUESTION 
1S WHETHER TO PROVIDE INDIA WITH MORE ENRICHED URANIUM, WHICH 
--~WHEN RE-PROCESSED AFTER BEING USED---CAN PRODUCE PLUTONIUM, 
THE ELEMENT NEEDED FOR NUCLEAR WEAPONS. BUT THERE IS ALSO A 
MORE LONG-RANGE QUESTION: HOW CAN THE UNITED STATES CONTINUE 
TO EXPORT NUCLEAR ASSISTANCE TO OTHER COUNTRIES WITHOUT 
CONTRIBUTING TO THE DANGER OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROLIFERATION? 

TESTIFYING BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE, FRED C. 
IKLE---DIRECTOR OF THE ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY 


=--EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD BEEN TOO 


NEWS ANALYSIS NO, 1=1159 PAGE 2 
CARELESS IN SENDING NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY ABROAD BACK IN THE 
NINETEEN FIFTIES AND SIXTIES. HOWEVER, HE SAID, WE'VE LEARNED 
A GREAT DEAL SINCE THEN ABOUT THE NEED FOR SAFEGUARDS, 

AND AS FAR AS INDIA IS CONCERNED, HE TOLD THE SENATE COMMITTEE 
THAT HE THINKS THE BEST THING TO DO IS TO BUY BACK THE SPENT 
NUCLEAR FUEL. THIS WOULD ELIIIINATE THE DANGER OF ITS MISUSE 
DURING RE-PROCESSING BY THE INDIANS. COPT). HE ALSO SAID 

THAT THE UNITED STATES EXPECTS TO ARRANGE FOR THE REMOVAL 

FROM INDIA OF EXISTING STOCKPILES OF SPENT FUEL.CEND OPT) 

THE AMERICAN NUCLEAR INDUSTRY ALSO MADE ITS VOICE HEARD, 
TESTIFYING BEFORE THE HEARINGS OF THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION, THE ATOMIC INDUSTRIAL FORUM--~A GROUP OF 
ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED IN THE PEACEFUL USE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY, 
ACKNOWLEDGES THE DANGER OF iM1SUSE OF MATERIALS BY OTHER 
COUNTRIES. COPT,) BUT THE FORU!: IS CONCERNED THAT CONGRESS 
MIGHT PLACE WHAT THE NUCLEAR INDUSTRY CONSIDERS TO BE 
EXCESSIVE RESTRICTIONS ON THE EXPORT OF NUCLEAR FUELS. (END 
OPT.) THE INDUSTRY GROUP BELIEVES THAT THE BEST WAY TO PREVENT 
THE MISUSE OF NUCLEAR FUEL IS FOR THE UNITED STATES TO ASSURE 
RECIPIENT COUNTRIES OF A CONSISTENT SUPPLY OF FUEL AND PROCESSING 
SERVICES. THEY WOULD THEN HAVE LESS MOTIVATION TO SET UP THEIR 
OWN RE-PROCESSING FACILITIES. IT WAS ALSO RECOMMENDED 
THAT THE UNITED STATES ACT IN COOPERATION WITH OTHER NUCLEAR 
POWERS WHO ARE SUPPLYING NUCLEAR MATERIALS AND TECHNOLOGY 
TO OTHER COUNTRIES. THE ATOMIC INDUSTRIAL FORUM ACKNOWLEDGES 
THE METHOD FAVORED BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT --- THAT 
IS, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MULTINATIONAL, REGIONAL PROCESSING 


CENTERS---BUT FEELS IT HAS CERTAIN DISADVANTAGES. 


NEWS ANALYSIS NO, 1-1159 PAGE 3 

IT MAY BE SOME TINE BEFORE THE FINAL DECISION IS MADE ON 
WHETHER TO SEND MORE ENRICHED URANIUM TO INDIA-=--AND IF SO, 
UNDER WHAT SAFEGUARDS, BUT IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE DEBATE GOING 
ON IN WASHINGTON HAS A SIGNIFICANCE THAT EXTENDS FAR 
BEYOND THE CASE OF INDIA--~AND THAT THE PROBLEM OF NUCLEAR 
MISUSE IS A DIFFICULT ONE FOR THE WHOLE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY, THERE ARE THOSE WHO FEEL THAT IT HAY NOT 
BE POSSIBLE TO PREVENT ANY NATION WHICH REALLY WANTS NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS FROM EITHER MAKING OR PROCURING THE!) SOONER OR LATER. 
BE THAT AS IT MAY, THE NUCLEAR POWERS HAVE A CLEAR RESPON- 
SIBILITY, WHILE SHARING THE BENEFITS OF NUCLEAR ENERGY, TO 
MAKE NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROLIFERATION AS DIFFICULT AS 


POSSIBLE. 


